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www.collegenet.co.uk                                                                        February 2005


Welcome to the first issue of Collegenet Update.  This issue is devoted to an overall collation of the 2003-04 FE inspection data released in the Ofsted Chief Inspector’s report, February 2005.  The individual curriculum area reports may be downloaded from the Ofsted website www.ofsted.gov.uk. The data may be used to benchmark internal lesson observation grading judgements and self assessment reports. The first percentages in bold are for 2003-04 and the second (in brackets)  for 2002-03.

	1. OVERALL KEY QUESTION PERFORMANCE

	
	1-2
	3
	4
	5-7

	1. How well do learners achieve?
	
	
	
	

	1.1 Success in achieving challenging targets, including qualifications and learning goals and trends over time
	18 (13)
	34 (36)
	35 (44)
	13 (7)

	1.2 The standard of learners’ work in relation to their learning goals
	16 (13)
	43 (47)
	36 (37)
	5 (3)

	1.3 Learners’ progress relative to their prior attainment and potential
	15  (9)
	35 (45)
	43 (43)
	7 (4)

	1.4 The development of personal and key skills
	16 (12)
	49 (48)
	31 (40)
	4 (0)

	2. How effective are teaching, training and learning? 

	2.1 How well teaching and training meet individuals’ needs and course or programme requirements.
	11 (10)
	43 (49)
	40 (38)
	6 (3)

	2.2 How well learners learn and make progress
	13 (10)
	41 (46)
	40 (43)
	7 (1)

	3. How are achievement and learning affected by resources?

	3.1 The adequacy and suitability of staff
	21 (16)
	42 (57)
	36 (27)
	1 (0)

	3.2 The adequacy, suitability and use of specialist equipment, learning resources and accommodation.
	14 (11)
	29 (42)
	48 (44)
	10 (3)

	4. How effective are the assessment and monitoring of learners’ progress?

	4.1 The suitability and rigour of assessment
	13 (12)
	34 (42)
	50 (43)
	3 (3)

	4.2 The uses of assessment in planning learning and monitoring learners’ progress.
	10 (14)
	35 (27)
	46 (53)
	8 (6)

	5. How well do the programmes and courses meet the needs of learners?

	5.1 Courses or programmes match learners’ aspirations and potential building on prior attainment and experience
	19 (11)
	50 (61)
	30 (27)
	1 (1)

	5.2 How far do programmes or the curriculum meet external requirements and are responsive to local circumstances.
	19 (15)
	54 (55)
	22 (30)
	5 (0)

	6. How well are learners guided and supported?

	6.1 The quality and accessibility of information, advice and guidance to learners
	19 (20)
	60 (61)
	20 (19)
	1 (0)

	6.2 The diagnosis of, and provision for individual learning needs.
	23 (14)
	41 (39)
	28 (34)
	8 (12)

	6.3 The access learners have to relevant effective support on personal issues.
	27 (25)
	58 (67)
	15 (8)
	0 (0)

	7. How effective are leadership and management?

	7.1 How well leaders and maangers set a clear direction leading to high quality education and training
	22 (23)
	39 (30)
	29 (38)
	10 (9)

	7.2 Quality assurance and self assessment and their use to secure improvement
	18 (10)
	24 (30)
	31 (43)
	27 (17)

	7.3 Equality of opportunity is promoted and racism and discrimination are tackled so that all achieve their potential
	17 (14)
	36 (35)
	42 (48)
	5 (3)

	7.4 The extent to which governors or other supervisory boards meet their responsibilities
	25 (31)
	46 (33)
	22 (32)
	8 (4)

	7.5 How effectively and efficiently resources are deployed to achieve value for money.
	18 (11)
	30 (34)
	38 (46)
	13 (9)


2. OVERALL TEACHING GRADE PERCENTAGES

	Provider
	Years
	Grades 1-2
	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grades 5-7

	General FE
	2001-02
	28 
	35
	29
	8

	Sixth Form
	2001-02
	38
	35
	23
	5

	All colleges
	2001-02
	30
	35
	27
	8

	

	General FE
	2002-03
	25
	37
	30
	7

	Sixth Form
	2002-03
	35
	38
	23
	4

	All colleges
	2002-03
	26
	37
	30
	7

	

	General FE
	2003-04
	23
	40
	31
	7

	Sixth Form
	2003-04
	35
	40
	22
	3

	All colleges
	2003-04
	25
	40
	29
	6


The above statistics reveal little movement over the past three years.  The Ofsted reports, Why colleges succeed and, Why colleges Fail, published in November 2004 provide an overall commentary on the inspection findings and the difference in performance between GFE and SFC. The more challenging social and curriculum agenda in GFE is acknowledged but nine GFE are within the Ofsted top 29 colleges.

3.  OFSTED TEACHING GRADES BY CURRICULUM AREA
	CURRICULUM AREA
	Grades 

1-2
	Grade 

3
	Grade 

4
	Grades

 5-7

	Business administration, management and professional
	24 (25)
	41 (39)
	29 (30)
	6 (6)

	Construction
	14 (18)
	40 (40)
	36 (33)
	10 (8)

	Engineering, technology and manufacturing
	18 (20)
	42 (40)
	33 (32)
	7 (7)

	English Language and Communications
	32 (35)
	39 (37)
	26 (24)
	4 (5)

	English as a second or other language
	24 (23)
	35 (32)
	30 (33)
	11 (11)

	Hairdressing and beauty therapy
	21 (28)
	38 (35)
	33 (30)
	8 (6)

	Health, social care and public services
	23 (28)
	44 (36)
	28 (31)
	5 (5)

	Hospitality, sports, leisure and travel
	26 (25)
	40 (40)
	28 (29)
	6 (7)

	Humanities
	34 (32)
	38 (36)
	24 (26)
	4 (5)

	Information and communication technology
	20 (22)
	43 (39)
	31 (32)
	6 (7)

	Land-based industries
	23 (19)
	40 (36)
	30 (34)
	7 (11)

	Learners with learning difficulties or disabilities
	22 (30)
	37 (35)
	31 (27)
	10 (8)

	Literacy and numeracy
	22 (24)
	37 (34)
	31 (32)
	10 (11)

	Science and mathematics
	23 (24)
	44 (40)
	29 (30)
	4 (6)

	Visual and performing arts and media
	33 (33)
	37 (37)
	26 (25)
	5 (6)

	Overall national averages
	25 (26)
	40 (37)
	29 (30)
	6 (7)


The above percentages are for all FE colleges. Compare your internal data against the relevant curriculum area as well as the overall national averages.  

4.  OFSTED LEARNING GRADES BY CURRICULUM AREA

	CURRICULUM AREA
	Grades 

1-2
	Grade 

3
	Grade 

4
	Grades

 5-7

	Business administration, management and professional
	22 (21)
	43 (41)
	29 (32)
	6 (6)

	Construction
	12 (14)
	41 (41)
	37 (36)
	10 (9)

	Engineering, technology and manufacturing
	13 (15)
	43 (41)
	36 (37)
	8 (8)

	English Language and Communications
	26 (30)
	42 (38)
	28 (28)
	3 (5)

	English as a second or other language
	20 (18)
	39 (35)
	31 (36)
	10 (11)

	Hairdressing and beauty therapy
	18 (23)
	38 (40)
	36 (31)
	8 (6)

	Health, social care and public services
	21 (24)
	43 (37)
	32 (33)
	5 (6)

	Hospitality, sports, leisure and travel
	22 (22)
	41 (39)
	29 (33)
	7 (6)

	Humanities
	30 ( 29)
	42 (38)
	25 (28)
	3 (5)

	Information and communication technology
	16 (17)
	45 (42)
	33 (34)
	6 (7)

	Land-based industries
	19 ( 16)
	42 (35)
	33 ( 38)
	6 (11)

	Learners with learning difficulties or disabilities
	19 (25)
	39 (36)
	32 (30)
	10 (9)

	Literacy and numeracy
	18 (19)
	40 (37)
	33 (32)
	10 (12)

	Science and mathematics
	19 (19)
	45 (42)
	32 (33)
	4 (6)

	Visual and performing arts and media
	29 (30)
	39 (38)
	27 (26)
	4 (5)

	Overall national averages
	20 (21)
	41 (39)
	32 (33)
	7 (7)


The above percentages are for all FE colleges. The learning grades closely mirror the teaching grades and especially in the unsatisfactory category.  There has been little movement in the grades when ‘good or better’ calculations are considered. 

5.  OFSTED ATTENDANCE DATA BY CURRICULUM AREA

	CURRICULUM AREA
	Average class size
	Percentage attendance

	Business administration, management and professional
	11.2 (10.6)
	80 (77)

	Construction
	11.3 (10.5)
	75 (74)

	Engineering, technology and manufacturing
	9.8 (9.5)
	78 (79)

	English Language and Communications
	10.9 (10.4)
	78 (77)

	English as a second or other language
	12.8 (8.7)
	67 (64)

	Hairdressing and beauty therapy
	11.2 (10.6)
	76 (74)

	Health, social care and public services
	11.5 (11.2)
	80 (78)

	Hospitality, sports, leisure and travel
	10.9 (10)
	81 (79)

	Humanities
	12.5 ( 12)
	81 (79)

	Information and communication technology
	10.5 (10.5)
	80 (77)

	Land-based industries
	10.2 (8.8)
	84 (84)

	Learners with learning difficulties or disabilities
	8.1 (no data)
	86 (84)

	Literacy and numeracy
	8.1 (6.3)
	75 (74)

	Science and mathematics
	11.8 (11.4)
	82 (81)

	Visual and performing arts and media
	11.6 (11)
	80 (79)

	Overall national averages
	10.8 (10.6)
	79 (78)


The Ofsted average attendance has risen by 1.1% since 2002-03 to reach an overall average of 78.8% - rounded-up to 79%. However, the average attendance in General FE colleges remains 76% against 85% in Sixth Form colleges.  Lateness to lessons is often cited as a related concern in GFE and this is an area for consistent team good practice.

6.  OVERALL PERCENTAGES CURRICULUM AREA GRADES
	CURRICULUM AREA


	Grade

1
	Grade

2
	Grade

3
	Grade

4
	Grade

5

	Business administration, management and professional
	11 (6)
	34 (39)
	47 (50)
	8 (5)
	1 (0)

	Construction


	0 (0)
	23 (31)
	48 (56)
	27(13)
	2 (0)

	Engineering, technology and manufacturing
	2 (3)
	34 (43)
	51 (36)
	13(18)
	0 (0)

	English Language and Communications
	16 (14)
	43 (54)
	36 (30)
	6 (3)
	0 (0)

	English as a second or other language
	5 (0)
	29 (37)
	33 (37)
	29(26)
	5 (0)

	Hairdressing and beauty therapy


	9 (7)
	33 (34)
	36 (51)
	18 (8)
	4 (0)

	Health, social care and public services
	6 (5)
	45 (38)
	42 (54)
	6 (3)
	0 (0)

	Hospitality, sports, leisure and travel
	9 (2)
	50 (49)
	33 (42)
	9 (7)
	0 (0)

	Humanities


	18 (12)
	41 (38)
	39 (42)
	2 (8)
	0 ( 0)

	Information and communication technology
	3 (1)
	35 (38)
	56 (51)
	6 (11)
	0 (0)

	Land-based industries


	9 (0)
	43 (27)
	43 (59)
	4 (14)
	0 (0)

	Learners with learning difficulties or disabilities
	10 (4)
	37 (54)
	37 (35)
	17 (4)
	0 (2)

	Literacy and numeracy


	4 (1)
	33 (20)
	44 (57)
	18(20)
	2 (2)

	Science and mathematics


	12 (9)
	37 (36)
	36 (48)
	14 (7)
	1 (1)

	Visual and performing arts and media
	18 (10)
	38 (49)
	38 (37)
	5 (4)
	0 (0)

	Overall national averages
	9
	37
	41
	12
	1


The table above presents the Ofsted curriculum grade profile for each curriculum area.  The grading scale for curriculum areas is 1-5 as opposed to 1-7 for teaching and learning.  The overall percentage for ‘satisfactory or better’ performance in 2002-03 was 90% but for 2003-04 it has dropped to 87%. This fall in standards coupled with the sharp rise from 17% to 27% unsatisfactory for quality assurance and self assessment ( see 7.2 on page one) may explain the Chief Inspector’s statement of overall disappointment in FE standards.  The above data can be used to help benchmark internal self assessment judgements.  Curriculum managers should also read a sample of curriculum reports across the grading scale for grade 1 to grade 5 to more fully absorb the standards applied.  The LSC has a searchable database of Ofsted inspection reports by curriculum area and grade.  Look under quality on the Collegenet website for the link.

7.  SOURCES
OFSTED Curriculum area reports,  February 2005

OFSTED Chief Inspector’s report ,  February 2005
OFSTED Curriculum area reports,  February 2004

OFSTED Chief Inspector’s report ,  February 2004

Collegenet Update will be published termly on a key FE issue.  A single copy will be mailed to all FE college Directors of Quality.  Further copies and an archive will be available on the Collegenet website.  We suggest you print downloaded copies as an A3 folded circular.  For training and consultancy in relation to improving self assessment reports, lesson observation and teaching and learning: email enquiries@collegenet.co.uk or visit the website.

Should you wish to stop receiving Update email cancelupdate@collegenet.co.uk. 
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